4o8      KAMAKURA AGE OF MILITARY RULE
'Passing Scenes' of the wood-block prints, A woman at
her washing, a driver urging on his bullocks, these are the
themes of such monk-artists, and they are painted with
immense relish and vigour.
Humour and movement expressed in lines of great
power and flexibility—these are the keynotes of the revolu-
tion in painting. The great scrolls illustrating the history,
of the Shigi-zan temple attributed to Toba Sojo are indeed
'unapproachable by any master of the preceding periods'
in the esteem of Japanese connoisseurs, and they are fol-
lowed by many masterpieces. They are a purely Japanese
product, and such a scroll as Tosa Mitsunaga's All-Year-
Round-Activities is a priceless record of the life of the
age. He lived from n66toii98 and his school has many
great painters, Mitsunaga, Nobuzane, and Keio are a great
trio of this era; what the Genji did for the Court they did
for the nation at large, and for its heroes. Keio's scrolls
of the Heiji war are the grandest and most classical of all
battle-paintings, and Nobuzane's biographical studies of
the adventures of Michizane are at once the symbol and
fruit of the new zest and interest in living. Amidst all its
shocks and catastrophes life in this period was never dull
—except for shut-in emperors—and instead of the still and
classic posing of the saints we get the vigorous movement
of men at war, or of animals in combat.
Scions of the Fujiwara were caught by the new spirit,
and the portraits of Fujiwara Takanobu are precious docu-
ments of the age. A portrait of Yoritomo himself exists;
he is shown in his dark robes of office and his strong and
ruthless character is well portrayed—with a suggestion of
the grim cruelty which caused him to slay his young
brother in the hour of victory.
Perhaps it was such dark deeds that called men to dwell
on the horrors of hell—now most vividly portrayed by
such Japanese painters as Nobuzane, a contemporary of
Dante. For if Medicis and Yoritomos make a paradise of
earth they also let hell loose, and Nobuzane dwells with
grim detail upon the flames and demon-torturers who

